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Getting Better All the Time™

Below you will find a simple process chart explaining how any bill, including budget
bills, become law in Arizona.

It’s important to note that any proposal, including Governor Brewer’s most recent budget
proposal for fiscal year 2011, must go through a lengthy legislative process between now
and June. Throughout this process, YOU have an opportunity to have YOUR voice heard
through your elected representatives. Governor Brewer’s recent proposal has just begun
the conversation among Arizonans and their elected officials about next year’s budget.

ARIZONA LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

1. A budget bill is introduced in either the Arizona House of Representatives or
Senate. You may write, call or otherwise contact your legislator at any
time when a bill is introduced.
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2. The budget bill is considered by committee(s) and comes to a vote. This
process happens in both the Senate and the House. You may have an
opportunity to talk directly to the committee to share your thoughts on
the budget bill during a public comment period. Since the bill must pass
both the Senate and the House, you will have many opportunities to
have your voice heard during committee hearings and caucuses. You
may also write, call or otherwise contact your legislator at any time.
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3. If passed, the budget bill moves on to a full vote in both the Arizona House
of Representatives and the Senate. You may write, call or otherwise
contact your legislator at any time during the voting process.
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4. If it passes in both the House and the Senate, the budget bill is sent to the
governor for a signature, at which time the bill becomes a law. You may
write, call or otherwise contact the governor’s office at any time.

In addition to public comment periods, shown above, where you can share your thoughts
on a budget bill, you may also contact your legislators directly. To find out which
legislators represent YOU and how to contact them, please visit www.azleg.gov and click
on the “How Do | Find My Legislators™ link on the upper left of the page. If you have
any further questions about the legislative process in Arizona, please visit the state
legislature’s Web site at www.azleg.gov.
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